Enhanced pneumonia resolution by inhalation of nitric oxide?
We present a patient with severe bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia associated with severe hypoxaemia, where nitric oxide (NO) 15-40 ppm was added to the inspired gas. Nitric oxide therapy improved gas exchange, reduced pulmonary vasoconstriction and peak airway pressure. The patient survived. We observed an unexpected rapid and complete disappearance of bilateral pulmonary infiltrates during the first 120 h of the 7-day NO inhalation period.